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Sunday Worship 
 

8:30 a.m.  

Contemporary  

 

9:45 a.m.  

Traditional  

 

9:45 a.m.  

Christian Education  

for all ages!  

 

11:00 a.m.  

Christian  Education  

Adult Classes  

 

11:00 a.m.  

Contemporary  

 

12:30 p.m.  

Grace International 

Ministry  

(Old Sanctuary)  

 

4:00 p.m.  

Praise Team Practice  

 

6:00 pm  

OASIS (Sr. High)  

 

 

 

Wednesday Nights 
 

(Small Group Studies & 

Kids For Christ will 

resume in September)  

 

6:00 pm  

CHAOS (Middle School)  

 

7:00 p.m.  

Chancel Choir  

 Practice  

òA CHILD-CENTERED FAMILY?ó 
 

Rodney Clapp in his book,  Families at the Crossroads,  writes, "Any family that 

attempts to  be the world for itself, in fact creates a stunted, shrunken world. 

Paradoxically, a family is enriched  when it is de-centered, relativised, 

recognized as l e s s  than an absolute." The family which was invented by God 

is a very good thing. But when we make the family a 'god', it becomes one of 

the  most evil things in our life because it takes the place of God. That is 

idolatry.  

 

Marriage and family are Godõs good gifts, but in our sinfulness, we can 

worship the gifts rather than God, the giver. In the family w e have swung from 

the unbiblical extreme of children being seen and not heard, to children 

running the house.   

 

If we have children we must sacrifice for them. We are called by God  to meet 

their needs but not all of their desires. Their desires like our own are 

unlimited and selfish. When our children's schedule dictates our schedule, 

what are we teaching them? A number of years ago, God's World Magazine  

had a picture of a toddler sitting in a high chair decorated like a throne. Dad 

and mother are kneeling before the toddler's throne. That can easily become 

the state of affairs when we bring the cute little bundle  home from the 

hospital.  

 

Why can this easily happen? Children will rule our homes if we give them the 

opportunity because they are born in sin as we are. The purpose of child -

rearing is moving children from being self -centered to being Christ -centered 

adults. When children are not taught to obey or set the familyõs schedule, 

we are encouraging children to think that the world revolves around them.   

 

Another cause for child -centered home s
.

 is our humanistic culture which tells us 

that people  are more important than God. So we are told to let children develop 

naturally to their full potential.    

 

A third cause for child -centered homes are husbands and wives who have 

forgotten the biblical priority of marriage. God reminds us in Ephesians 5:1 -21 

that our most important priority is our relationship with Christ. Our next priority 

is our  relationship with our spouse (see Eph 5:21 -33).  The foundation for 

raising children is a relationship with Christ and our spouse.  When marriage is 

not a priority before children, either one or both parents begins to focus on the 

children. This is detrimental to the child's heart because he or she is given an 

inappropriate place of priority.  

 

Anything we do that places children at the center of our homes  or lives is 

contrary to the will of God and not in their best interests. As children  learn to 

submit to dad or mother, they are learning to submit their heart to Christ as 

Lord.  

(continued on page 3)  
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2010  
CHURCH PICNIC!  


