Back Creek
Budding Bridges to- Chwist

April, 2009 “GOOD NEWS! CHRIST HAS DEFEATED DEATH!”
Sunday Worship Death stalks us on the highways, through illness, by natural disaster, and through
8:00 aging. It is relentl ess. It al ways gets wus.
. a.m.

] die because all of us have sinned.
Contemporary Music

9:30 am. Death is a destroyer. Death and sin are the powers of Satan which he uses to
Traditional Music distort, twist, and ultimately destroy us. Death is our ultimate enemy. |
Corinthians 15:26 says, —The | ast enemy to &
9:30 a.m. tries to deny deat h, but it‘s reality hangs |
Christian Education tomb of Lazarus facing the destructive effects of death. It had taken his friend!
for all ages! Death is frightening because it is a separating of soul and body, and of loved ones

from each other.
10:45 a.m.

Christian Education

The Good News is that Christ came in human flesh as Hebrews 2:14ff says for one
Adult Classes

purpose to —. . . free those who all their |
11:00 a.m. deat h. | This is what Easter is all about .
Contemporary Music of sin and death. Death affects every facet of our being both body and soul. At
the resurrection we shall all be changed. The perishable body will be clothed with
12:30 p.m. the imperishable and the mortal with immortality. (I Corinthians 15:51-53) Also,
Grace International when we are regenerated by the Holy Spirit we are given a new heart and the
Ministry process of sanctification creates a new soul after the image of Christ. That is why

(Old Sanctuary) Paul concludes | Corinthians 15, a great chapter on the resurrection, by saying,

4:00 p.m.

. . OWhere O death, is your victory? Where O d
Praise Team Practice death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He
6:00 p.m. gives us the victory through out LoriB Jesus
OASIS (Sr. Highs)
Vol taire, the —prince of skepticsl, once o0bs
start a new religion to compete with Christianity. All the founder would have to do
Wednesday Nights is die and then be raised from the dead. I
Last meeting & have one thing in common. Death conquered them. Only Christ was victorious
Dinner - April 15 over death—not only for himself but also for all those who trust in him for
(5:45-6:30) sal vation. I f you know Christ personality,
Sm. Groups & Children been conquered for you. Now you are free to enjoy life.
(6:30 pm)
Children’s Musical I encourage you t o read I Corinthians 15 &
April 29, 7:00 p.m. resurrection means for us.
6:30 p.m. @ church Your pastor,
CHAOS
(Middle School) Wayne
8:00 p.m.

Chancel Choir
Practice
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DISCIPLESHIP . . .

Tell, Listen

By Jonathan Rockness
Dir. Of Youth & Sports Ministries

As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. Jesus
did not let him, but said, "Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and
how he has had mercy on you." So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus
had done for him. And all the people were amazed. (Mark 5: 18-20 NIV)

I was blessed this past Sunday to have the choir join in worship at the 11:00 service. Their voices were a
beautiful complement to the mandolin, accordion, and percussion. More moving than the music,
however, was the message. As they sang the refrain
at me. —This is my story, this is my song..l As | sa
the people in the choir loft. It struck me how each of them has a story. So often we presume to know a
person — often, we even presume to know their motivations and attitudes. The fact is, however, that
unl ess you know a person‘s —story, Il you don‘t really

There are two things about each of us though, that give us commonality in our stories: 1) we are all
sinful and our lives have simply been messed up by sin, and 2) Jesus loves each of us anyway, and has
offered his own death to save us. Each of us has these two things in common, no matter what our story
is.

These commonalities are not small, incidental things. They are central to our very existence. In these
commonalities we can find great unity. In speaking with veterans of war, | am often struck by the
brotherhood that they speak of having with their fellow soldiers. We can easily understand how such a
tight bond would have taken place. Soldiers who have fought together may have different backgrounds,
different means, and different accents, but they have united around their most basic commonalities. We
as church brothers and sisters should have similar bonds — we were all being destroyed by sin before
Christ saved us. We now have grounds for amazing unity.

As we seek to grow closer to God together, let us remember and value the fact that we each have
different stories. Let us take joy and delight in seeing that God has rescued others who may be quite
different from us, but now we are in the same sin-stained boat. Let us be people who take joy in the
various stories of salvation that we all carry. Let us never presume that our own story is more acceptable
or more glorifying to God than anyone el se's.

After Jesus healed the demon-possessed man, it didn‘t matter what
he had previously done. It didn‘t matter what Kkind
his theology were. What mattered was his story. Jesus told him to tell it to his family. Instead he told his
whole city! When people heard they were amazed. Let us also take joy in the stories of others.

UPCOMING YOUTH DATES:

Horizon Conference (Sr. High) - June 15-20
Quest Conference (Middle School) - June 22-27
Camp Bonclarken (children) - July 19-24 and July 26-31
Mexico Mission Trip - July 26-August 1
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DISCIPLESHIP . ..

K i

ds for

Spring Musical
Wednesday, April 29,

at 7:00 in the Sanctuary

This is a fun, upbeat musical about a
group of children going to church camp
(Camp Wallaballa) but the bus breaks
down along the way. The children learn
about God's promises while they are in
the wilderness, and they learn to rely
on Him.

Please join us on our bumpy ride to
Camp Wallaballa as we experience the
truth of God's promise and power.

Also join us for a fellowship time
afterwards in the Family Life Center.

Chr i

St

The
Special Easter Offering

ARP Synodos

The Easter Special Offering supports Stewardship
Ministries, Bonclarken, Christian Education Minis-

tries, Erskine College and World Witness.
generous support of

your

Your

denon

and institutions continues a long-standing tradi-

tion of ARP* s sowing

their

through their giving. Your contributions will help
assure that these agencies and institutions will
continue to make a difference in the lives of future

%enerations.

Special envelopes will be placed in the church pew

racks for this offering.

to Back Creek, not ed

Checks may be made out

—Easter

then be sent to the ARP Center.

Did you know that Back Creek is host
to a very rare flower?

Several years ago the Prairie Anemone
flower was found in the upper field of our
campus. It is a very small white flower

which is migrating across this area of our

property.

Local and State botanists have asked if we
could preserve this area for the next few
weeks so that they can cultivate the seeds
after blooming. Flags have been placed
around this area. If you would like to know
more about this flower, a CD is available in
the church office.

The Charlotte Observer also did an article
on this flower on Saturday, March 28th.
The article is posted on the bulletin board
in the vestibule.
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COMMUNITY . ..

FUN TUESDAYS will be held on April 7th and 28th. Bring your lunch and join us in the Cochran
Room at noon. After lunch we will enjoy card games and Rummikub until 3:00 p.m. We have a
beginner‘'s table and veteran‘s table, so come

On Monday, April 20th, we are scheduled to go to CARILLON ASSISTED LIVING CENTER for our
monthly HYMN SING. Meet at the center at 10:00 a.m. and join the group for lunch together
afterwards.

On Thursday, April 23rd, we have a trip scheduled for KING’'S MOUNTAIN NATIONAL MILITARY
PARK. We plan to leave the church at 9:00 a.m. and see a film about the famous Revolutionary War

battle fought there (remember Keith McLaughlin®s
paved trail up to Col Ferguson‘s grave. N o
have lunch nearby at Rhonda' s, a family style

|l earn the

tal k?

admi ssi on
eatery.

know if you would like to go on this trip.

B

We are celebrating Ten Years of Christian
Education at Back Creek Christian Academy.
Everyone is invited to the barbecue at the barn
on Saturday, April 4, from 1-4 p.m. We will en-
joy a meal, the students will present their Spring
Concert, and there will be games and fun for
everyone. Please mark your calendars now, and
watch for upcoming information on tickets.
Come join together to celebrate the work of God
that is being accomplished at Back Creek!

A

BACK CREEK
Christian Academy

We are also in the midst of re-enrollment for the
2009-10 school year. Please, tell your friends
and neighbors about Back Creek Christian Acad-
emy. We are almost full this year but Kindergar-
ten has space available and a few other grades
as well.

GODAY MATE!

PACK YOUR BAGS J—&f}i X
AND HEAD
TO THE OUTBACK!
August 2 d7, 2009, 6:00 38:00 pm
Thi s s ummeBoagmerang' Express: It All

Comes Back To Jesus - Vacation Bible School
2009! Prepare to trek through the Land Down
under and discover how it all comes back to Jesus
when we foll ow Hi m,
Him, serve Him, and obey Him. The adventure
begins with a family kick-off event on Sunday eve-
ning August 2. Come and meet your Aussie
Guides and find out specifics. VBS will actually
begin Monday evening (August 3) at 6:00 pm. It
will run until 8:00 pm through Friday evening
(August 7). For more information, please call
Wendy Schaffner (704-455-3883) or Alexandra
Keirstead (704-567-5535).

wor s h
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STEWARDSHIP . . ..

News From Your Church Officers:

Diaconate Meeting (March 8, 2009):

An update on the facilities project list was given.
Discussion on the upcoming road widening and
how that will affect the church grounds.

Cash flow report given by the treasurer.
Church-wide work day—March 28 & October 24.
All are invited to come and help on these days!
New Outreach Kiosk has been installed in the FLC.
New name tags have been made and handed out
to members.

8
8
8
8
8
8

Session Meeting (March 15, 2009):

8 Following the ARP Form of Government, the
Session approved changing the status of inactive
members per their request or their response to a
recent letter.

A Multicultural Church Plant report was given by
Pastor Jarvis Ross. He requests moral and
spiritual support from our congregation as he
starts up the church plant. The core group is
going well and he has received funding from
Presbytery and more financial support from
Outreach North America in April.
Wayne Frazier's
July 13. A preaching schedule was provided with
pastoral care coming from elders and deacons.

§ Steve Russell will chair the Discipleship Discipline.

Congregational Meeting (March 22, 2009) - The
congregation approved the following:

§ The request of Associate Pastor, Bryan Gregory, to
dissolve our pastoral relationship with him, as of
Apr il 19, 2009, so that
to be the senior pastor of the Cypress Ridge
Presbyterian Church in Winter Haven, Florida. His
last Sunday at Back Creek will be Easter, April 12,
2009. He will be paid through the month of April
and will begin his new pastorate on May 1, 2009.
The sale of .03 acres of frontage for the widening
of Back Creek Church Road to the state for a price
of $32,000. The Session has negotiated with the
State‘s representatives
best solution. The widening of Back Creek
Church Road is scheduled to begin in June, 2009.
The Session received 16 new communicant class
members by profession and 3 adults by
reaffirmation.

sabbatical

he

and

wli
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CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION

The following is a summary of the

final

general fund contribution, other income
and expense summary for the church for

the year ended December 31, 2008:

General Fund Contributions $820,379
Other income:
8§ Reimbursement of 75% of $ 16,643
the costs of Associate Pastor
of Church Planting & Neighbor-
hood Outreach
8§ Interest & Misc. Income $§ 9,875
Total General Fund Contributions
& Other Income $846,897
Total Expenses (869,654)

Expenses In Excess of Gen. Fund
ICdntridutéons & ptleerincdmp r i 6§ (2217

Year-To-Date Figures
As of January 31, 2009

a nBu%eﬁerd goﬂtgbme%sd ‘s

37)

%P4

Actual Contributions $ 43,811
Expenses (71,105)
Expenses > Contributions $(27,294)
*Building Fund Balance $1,218,951
*Building Fund Interest $ 111,132
*N ting breakout., .

be ey rgp\olrén% reatoﬁ i s i s t he
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COMMUNITY . ...

ARP Women’s Ministries Vision Statement:
ARP Womends Ministries
which encourages and equips the community
of ARP women to minister together
for God's glory

April Circle Meetings:

Circle #1/3
Wednesday, April 1, 9:45 a.m.
At the church, Cochran Room

Circle #2
Tuesday, April 14, 7:00 p.m.
Home of Jeanie Bridges

Circle #4
Tuesday, April 7, 6:30 p.m.
Home of Sara Boyce

Circle #5
Tuesday, April 14, 6:30 p.m.
At the church, Cochran Room

If you are looking for an opportunity to participate in
Women's Ministries, join a circle that meets monthly
and enjoy close fellowship with other ladies as you

study the Bible together. Visitors are always
welcome!

FAMILY BIBLE CONFERENCE
July 20 -23, 2009

an cBF’n@%leﬁ Gonferengg fenter
East Flat Rock, NC

0Evangelism & The Sovere
Speakers:
Dr. Mark E. Ross
Rev. Richard Phillips
Mrs. Tracie Miles A Womends Speak

Powerful Bible teaching and helpful
seminars highlight this great week for the
entire family. Schedule includes time for

worship, relaxation, music, and fun.

For more information, brochures are in the
church vestibule or you may go online to -
www.bonclarken.com/arpevents

gnt

er

Camp Back Creek - 2009

Camp Back Creek is a safe, affordable day camp on the church campus for children in rising Kindergarten
through 6" grades. We have a theme each week which our activities will incorporate.

Camp Back Creek will be held Monday through Friday from 7:30 am-6:00pm; beginning Monday, June 1
and running through Friday, August 14, with no camp June 29 through July 3 due to the July 4" holiday.

Registration is open now through April 30", with late registration beginning May 1. Register today for the

lower registration fee!

Look online at www.backcreekchurch.org/academy to find a registration form, get one from the church

office, or contact Kelly Noonoo, knoonoo@bccaschool.org for more information.



http://www.backcreekchurch.org/academy
mailto:knoonoo@bccaschool.org
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WITHIN OUR CHURCH . ..
The congregation is invited to \
a “Farewell Covered-Dish (?)
(@
P>,

Luncheon” for Bryan and
Christy Gregory on Sunday,

/
April 5th, at 12:15 p.m. in -//
the gym. Potluck

Families are asked to bring
covered-dishes to include meat, vegetables,
and desserts to share. Drinks will be
provided.

Our Sympathy and Prayers are extended to
Mr. Tim Welch and family in the death of his
mother, Mrs. Jean Welch, on March 27th in
Leesburg, Florida.

The Sacrament of Baptism was
administered on March 8, 2009 to Natalia
Camille Best (4 years old) and Noah Cameron
Best (1-1/2 years old). They are the children
of Keonta and Clarissa Best. We welcome
them into the nurture of this congregation!

%“

To Bill and Winifred
Lanijmtuﬁaham‘ Turner who celebrated
their 63rd wedding

é;ﬁ

2009.

anniversary on March 22,

To our newlyweds, Audrey Price and Dustin
Sprinkle. They were married on March 21st
at St . Mary*s
the daughter of Charlie & Leisa Price.

New Name Tags are available for RIS

pick up on Sundays after each

service. Please pick yours up and

wear it so that we can not only

put names with faces but get to know one
another better. Elder Greg Eichman

Chapel i n

Nursery & Children’s Church Volunteers:

April 5, 2009
8:00 Toddlers &

Childr
11:00 Infant

Toddler

C. Church
April 12, 2009
8:00 Toddlers &

Childr
11:00 Infant

Toddler

C. Church
April 19, 2009
8:00 Toddlers &

Childr
11:00 Infant

Toddler

C. Church
April 26, 2009
8:00 Toddlers &

Childr
11:00 Infant

Toddler

C. Church

en'

en'

en'

en'

Teacher: The Gabrenas
Helpens:rAady & Keri McGehee
Debbie Dixon, Amy Bunker

Al Ratcliffe, Gary & Pat Baucom
Teacher: Angela Simpson
Helpers: Stacy & Taylor Gherardi

Teacher: The Gabrenas
Helpens:rEdak& Ramie Ott
Debbie Dixon, Barbara Watson
Al Ratcliffe, Beth Parkhill
Teacher: Angela Simpson
Helpers: Yun-Jun & Gin Mu

Teacher: The Gabrenas
Healgens:rDarky & Greg Eichman
Debbie Dixon, Annette Ullrich
Al Ratcliffe, The Alfred Family
Teacher: Angela Simpson
Helpers: Brian & Michelle McGee

Teacher: The Gabrenas
Helgens:rLeida & Brenna Price
Debbie Dixon, Sissy Owens
Al Ratcliffe, Nate & Tracey Brubaker
Teacher: Angela Simpson
Helpers: Lee & Lori Newsom

g LHOMEBOUND

VMEMBERS

Remember to keep in your prayers our nursing home,

assisted living, and homebound members who are not

able to be with us as well as others who are facing
i s

Ch archaflehdese -

udr ey

8§ Rhoda Butler (The Haven)

8 Charlie Foxworth (home)

8 Ola Mae Harkey (home)

8 Florence Hodges (home)

8 Claud Hunter (Preston House)

§ R.D. McLaughlin (Heritage)

8 Charlie & Joy Stewart (Wilora Lakes)
8 Jay and Doris Torrence (home)

If you know of other members we should add to this
prayer list, please contact the church office.
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WORSHIP . ..

S

WORSHIP schedule

Palm Sunday Services
Sunday, April 5, at 8:00, 9:30, & 11:00 a.m.
The Sacrament of Communion will be administered during all three services.
We will be welcoming new communicant members during each service.

Maundy Thursday Communion Service
Thursday, April 9, at 7:00 p.m.

Maundy Thursday is the night in Holy Week when our
Room in the midst of the Passover meal. We suggest you read Psalm 139:23-34 before you come to
prepare your heart.

Easter Services
Sunday, April 12, at 8:00, 9:30, & 11:00 a.m.

On Easter Sunday we celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ! Encourage family members,
friends, and neighbors to also join you.

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 4

Newell, NC 28126

BACK CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Associate Reformed

1821 Back Creek Church Road
Charlotte, NC 28213

Phone: 704-549-0922

Fax: 704-548-1152
www.backcreekchurch.org

April, 2009
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