
   August, 2009  

 

Sunday Worship  
 

8:00 a.m.  

Contemporary Music  

 

9:30 a.m.  

Traditional Music  

 

9:30 a.m.  

Christian Education  

for all ages!  

 

10:45 a.m.  

Christian  Education  

Adult Classes  

 

11:00 a.m.  

Contemporary Music  

 

12:30 p.m.  

Grace International 

Ministry  

(Old Sanctuary)  

 

4:00 p.m.  

Praise Team Practice  

 

 

 

Wednesday Nights  
Programs and studies 

will resume on 

September 9th.  

 

7:30 p.m.  

Chancel Choir  

 Practice  

 

 

 

Vacation Bible 

School 

August 2 -6 

6:00 -8:00 p.m.

(3yrs.ñ5th grade)  

 

The Kingdom of God or Kingdom of Me?  

 

Itõs great to be back at Back Creek Church!  Iõve missed you. Iõve been praying and 

thinking about you.  Weõve visited about 15 different churches with lots of variety.  It 

makes us glad to be at Back Creek!  Thanks for the incredible gift that this sabbatical 

has been to me.  Iõm spiritually and physically refreshed!  I will be sharing with you in 

sermons and at a specific time in the near future what I have learned in this extended 

time with the Lord.  

 

What does shrink wrap  have to do with spiritual growth?  

 

One of the books I read called A Quest for More  by Paul David Tripp, considers 

Matthew 6:33, òBut seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 

will be given to you as well.ó  We read in the gospel lots about the kingdom of God.  

Are you like me wondering what that really is?  Well, there really is a King and his 

name isnõt Elvis!  His name is Jesus.  He rules and reigns over all things on behalf of 

his church.  (Eph. 1:21)  He is the King and Head of the Church.  But is He the King of 

our lives?  Thatõs that million dollar question!  We give lip service to Jesus as Lord.  Is 

that a reality in our thinking and actions?  

 

We were made in Godõs image which means we were made for Him, to live for His 

bigger kingdom. Yet sin has created in us our òKingdom of Meó.  Christians have a 

powerful pressure to òshrink wrapó the shape and size of our lives until itõs only about 

us.  This happens so subtly that we donõt notice.  Tripp writes, òWhen the enemy 

somehow tricks you into squeezing the size of your life to the size of your personal 

dreams, wants and needs, he has got you right where he wants you.ó We end up 

òusingó God to meet our needs and agendas. We ignore the agenda of Godõs kingdom 

which is loving God with all our hearts and loving our neighbors as we reach out to 

them.  Godõs grace in our lives is not intended to make òmy kingdomó work better.  

No, the grace of God draws us out of our self -focused, dead -end lives to so much 

more.  

 

Tripp again: òThe more I live with the meeting of my needs as my central focus of 

concern, the more things in my life get defined as needs.ó  This sinful bent becomes 

the default mode in which we function.  The agenda of Christõs Kingdom is lost in the 

òshrink wrappedó kingdom of me, and we lose our joy and delight in Him. 

 

For Back Creek Church, this is our central issue.  Will we be passionate about knowing 

Him? Will we be passionate about Christõs kingdom agenda?  His agenda gives us unity 

and direction.  What Jesus said is that òI came that you might have life and have it 

abundantly.ó  (John 10:10)  That abundant life begins to happen when we òédeny 

ourselves, take up our cross and follow Jesuséó  (Matt. 16:24)  Think about this: the 

òkingdom of meó has given the kingdom of God much more trouble than the kingdom 

of Satan ever has or ever will.  So, I have to ask myself, who is my King?  Who is the 

King at Back Creek?  

 

Itõs great to be back!  I look forward to seeing you and finding out what God has been 

doing in your lives and in our church family corporately.  God is always at work 

around us.  Heõs doing amazing things. 

 

In Christ, Wayne  
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A GLIMPSE OF OUR MEXICO MISSION TRIP  

   Thanks for your prayers  
     and financial support!!  


