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8:30 a.m.
Contemporary

9:45 a.m.
Traditional

9:45 a.m.
Christian Education
for all ages!

11:00 a.m.
Christian Education
Adult Classes

11:00 a.m.
Contemporary

12:30 p.m.
Grace International
Ministry
(Old Sanctuary)

4:00 p.m.
Praise Team Practice

Wednesday Nights
(Last night Dec. 9- no
dinner;
Resume Jan. 13)

6:00-6:45 p.m.
Dinner (FLC)

6:00 p.m.
CHAOS
(Middle School)

6:30 p.m.
Kids For Christ

7:00 p.m.
Adult Small Groups

8:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir
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Budding Bridges to- Chwist

GATHER ROUND

By Jonathan Rockness, Director Of Youth & Sports Ministries

Early in the books of Matthew and Luke we read of two very different types of
people: Magi and Shepherds. The Magi and the Shepherds were the first recorded
groups of people to visit the newborn King, Jesus Christ.

What did these folks have in common? Well, not much. Scholarship and tradition
have described the Magi as being anything from astronomers to Kings. Perhaps a
good middle ground is to think of them as foreign dignitaries. We know they
traveled from the East and brought gifts of great value. Clearly, they were well-to-
do and very mindful of royal pomp and circumstance. They knew just how to
acknowledge one who was worthy to be honored: “On coming to the house, they
saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him.
Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of
incense and of myrrh” (Luke 2:11). (continued on page two)

VISION TEAM UPDATE....
By Greg Eichman

For those that weren’t at church the week this was announced, here is an update
on the Vision Team and to remind you of its purpose.

At the beginning of the year, the Session determined that there were some areas
of spiritual health we needed to address. The Diaconate was engaged and this
resulted in a number of discussions, extra meetings, study, prayer, and
retreats. We felt that we weren't coming to clear conclusions and that these issues
were something we didn’t have experience in. So we decided to get some outside
help.

Fortunately, our Synod has a church revitalization consultant on retainer that we
can use at no cost. On Ken Priddy’s suggestion, we formed a group he likes to call
"The Vision Team'. Ken is a past ARP pastor and is fully reformed in his theology.
The recommended names for this group came from the Leadership Development
Committee, made up of Deacons and Elders. The team members the Session
approved comprise of 3 Elders, 3 Deacons, and 3 women of the church, a make up
we decided, and the Senior Pastor, which was a requirement from the
consultant. These people are: Ross Fowler, Charlie Price, Alan Cochran, Chad
Bryant, Cliff Cooksey, Tracy Ratcliffe, Frances Faison, Marie McKeeman, Wayne and
myself. This group spent a Friday and Saturday being trained by Ken Priddy.
(continued on page two)
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Gather 'Round (continued): In contrast, the Shepherds were a lowly bunch. They were
poor, lower-class people in their society, despised by religious Jews because their work kept
them away from many religious activities. Nonetheless, they were quite eager to see the
baby Jesus when they received word from an angel that he had been born. “...The shep-
herds said to one another, ‘Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened,
which the Lord has told us about!” So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby, who was lying in the manger.” Luke (2:15-16). Having seen Jesus, they “spread the
word” far and wide about the amazing news (2:17). Later, “The shepherds returned, glorify-
ing and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen...” (Luke 2:20).

The stories of the Magi and the Shepherds are a great reminder to us that neither style nor status, neither
method nor mode, are what is important to God when it comes to worship. He is concerned with our hearts.
Along with gold, incense, and myrrh the Magi brought reverence, dignity, and respect. With deliberation and
forethought they traveled many miles to see the King. The Shepherds had little else but their enthusiasm,
showing up empty-handed. Rather than plodding from afar, they hastily scurried from their nearby fields.
The Magi fell prostrate. The Shepherds danced around town telling everyone the news. Despite their differ-
ent approaches, God was glorified by both groups of visitors. He brought two very different types of people
to gather ‘round the baby Jesus.

Sunday, December 13, our church has an opportunity to emulate this beautiful concept. In addition to our
normal 8:30 service, we will have a special 10:00 service. It will feature our choir’s annual Cantata, as well as
some Christmas music accompanied by our contemporary praise team. In addition, there will be a sermon,
and other regular aspects of our worship service, so the whole service will be longer than normal (10:00 -
11:30). The elders have prayed about this, and their hope is that, like the Magi and the Shepherds, we will all
gather ‘round the baby Jesus with soft and worshipful hearts.

What an opportunity! We can emulate those first visitors of the newborn King! We can all offer our own
hearts to Him. We can do so together, knowing that others in our church family are doing the same, in their
own way. In so doing, we can bring great glory to our God and King. Let’s gather ‘round the baby Jesus!

Vision Team Update (continued)...

Ken has an extensive background as a pastor revitalizing his own congregations and as a consultant to
almost 400 churches doing the same thing (if that sounds like a lot, about 85% of US churches are in a state
of plateau or decline. That right there makes a big statement about the changing nature of our country let
alone the changing nature of the community around us). Subsequently, the team started off with a half-day
meeting on Saturday, October 31st, and since has had 2-3 other meetings. We are now just collecting
information and facts as a foundation to pursue God's will for the church. We will continue meeting on a
regular basis. Ken expects that the teams' full work could take quite some time. Then an implementation
team would be formed to implement any suggested changes upon the Session's approval.

Now what should we expect coming out of this? This is not about us just coming out with a new written
vision or slogan for the church. This is much bigger. If God is so willing to bless us with wisdom and insight
about where he wants Back Creek Church to be and go, and if it is different than what we think it is today,
then we can expect much change. All things will be looked at. When an organization evolves, things can
sometimes get detached from what the organization is to be. And maybe even if something was connected
with that original vision, time and circumstances can change to whether that program is still relevant to be
investing people and monetary resources. Thus, everything from all our programs to worship to facilities can
be looked at. | say 'can be' as nothing was giving to us as targets, and that anything has to change, just to
search and discern God's will.

A big part of this process is prayer. We need to pray as a church body asking God for his blessing and vision,
and for the Vision Team to listen and have wisdom. So please do so individually and jointly so God may bless
this process and see Back Creek thrive in this community for another 200 years.

Thank you. Greg Eichman
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COMMUNITY ...

SENIOR ADULT ACTIVITIES IN DECEMBER

We have another busy month with our regular activities plus an added day trip
this month!

Fun Tuesdays will be held on December 8th and 29*. Bring your lunch and join
us in the Cochran Room for fun and fellowship from 12:00 - 3:15 p.m.

On Thursday, December 10th, we are planning a trip to the Columbia area to visit Kensington Mansion.
This home, completed in 1854, is an ltalianate mansion furnished with the decorative arts from the
Victorian period. It is currently owned by International Paper Co. who formed a working relationship with
the Scarborough-Hamer Foundation to provide tours for the public. The mansion will be decorated for
Christmas to provide added enjoyment. Admission is $4.50. We plan to leave at 9:00 a.m. have lunch at
Lizard’s Thicket and tour the mansion at 1:00. We should be returning before 4:00 p.m.

Our Christmas “Young at Heart” Luncheon will be on Thursday, December, 17th, at 12:00 noon in the
Fellowship Hall. We will have a traditional catered lunch prepared by Ann Cook and you are invited to bring
salads, desserts or tea to supplement our meal. Please call Sara Boyce or Barbara Glasscock to make your
reservation for the meal and to volunteer to bring an item. Rev. Lanier Ellis will have a Christmas
devotional and we will sing some of our favorite Christmas carols. Don’t miss this special time of
fellowship!
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;f} Upcoming Back Creek Christmas Events:

hy

€

%. e Elevian/Men’s Community Christmas Luncheon: Saturday, December 5th at 12:00 noon in the

e Fellowship Hall

oo Felos Community Christmas Luncheon: Saturday, December 12th, at 12:00 noon in the
i Fellowship Hall.

& ¢ Homebuilders Community: Saturday, December 12th, at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Reza and
«  Kim Djali.

@ o Circle #1/#3:12/1/09 - Christmas Luncheon (reservations required)

Circle #2: 12/8/09 (6:30 p.m.) - Christmas Dinner Party at Elizabeth Mendecino’s house (10700
i Tavernay Parkway, Charlotte, 28262)

Circle #4: 12/8/09 (6:30 p.m.) - Christmas covered dish at Janet Harris’ house.

&t e Circle #5: 12/4/09 (6:30pm) - ALL women in the church are invited to come join in for a fun

- evening of fellowship and Christmas cheer at Laurie McRae’s house (9505 Gerhardt Court,
i« Harrisburg, NC 28075). Each person is asked to bring a $5 wrapped ornament to exchange and a

3
L]

zi;: side dish to share.
«¢ o Back Creek Christian Academy Program - Tuesday, December 15, 6:00-8:30 p.m. (off site

¢«  at Hickory Grove Methodist Church)
‘. e Preschool Christmas Program - Thursday, December 17, at 9:30 a.m.
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WORSHIP ...

ADVENT

In our society today we seem to have forgotten the fine art of waiting and anticipation. Every new piece of
technology that is developed today seems to boast about how fast it is and how we don’t need to wait to
get the information it will provide. | (and many others of us) carry around a little piece of technology in my
pocket that helps me fill time with all sorts of activities and information during my periods of waiting. This
time could better be used by sharing our lives with others or our Heavenly Father. Impatience seems to
have infiltrated our culture and created a society that no longer knows how to wait well.

The Church is blessed to have the tradition of advent. It is a time set aside each year to help us practice
the discipline of waiting and anticipation. Robert Weber, a renowned worship theologian, describes advent
here:

"The word advent means 0O0coming.o6 It signifies the period
church anticipates the coming of the Messiah. Although it signals the beginning of the church

year, it appears that Advent was established after other parts of the year as a means of

completing the cycle. Its purpose was to prepare worshipers for the birth of our Lord. The Roman

church adopted a four-week season before Christmas, a practice that became universally

accepted." (Webber, A Primer For The Christian Year)

In other words, Advent is a season of hope, of expectation, and of waiting. In Advent we remember the
longing for deliverance from evil and oppression experienced by the ancient Jews, and the anticipation of
God's action on their behalf. Looking into the past, we then remember that in the present we ourselves
need to be "delivered from evil," a theme central to the Lord's Prayer. From the present, in Advent we
reclaim our future hope in Christ's second coming, His second "Advent" among us.

- Dylan McKeeman
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In the Sanctuary, the Advent Wreath is placed in loving memory of Mr. & Mrs. J.B. Crosby, Jr. by their
children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. The Red Poinsettias have been placed in loving memory
of Mr. & Mrs. Amon Baucom and Mr. Bob Swaim and in honor of Mrs. Bob Swaim by the Gary Baucom
Family.

The Chrismon Trees, displayed during the Advent season, have a great message to convey to the
congregation. An explanation of the special meanings of the different chrismon symbols is available in the
vestibule.

Our thanks to the many people who labored the weekend after Thanksgiving decorating the sanctuary!
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STEWARDSHIP . ...

News From Your Church Officers:

At the Congregational Meeting

From the Diaconate meeting, November 22, 2009: in November, the following
e Approved for new mulch to be put down before officers were elected:
year end.
e Finance & Building Sub-committees have been Elder (Names were drawn out of “a hat”

to fill the various class vacancies):
Class of 2011: Eddie Stroup
Class of 2012: Brian Goddard &
David Threatt
Class of 2013: James Keirstead,

dissolved. Oversight Committee still in place.

e Working on campus lighting problems.

e Discussed proposed new traffic patterns for
Preschool and Christian Academy.

e Mercy Team: Thanks for help on workday. Lee Newsom. Charlie Price
Poinsettias to be given out in December. Bill Schaffner ’
Christmas Eve offering will be allocated to
Deacon’s Fund. Deacon (Class of 2012):

¢ Scott Bingler, David Faber,

From the Session meetings, Nov, 1 & 15, 200: Bill McKinley, Damie Owens,

e The Session voted not to call a church planting Andy Thompson, Gary Weeks
intern.

e A Vision Team update was given by Ross Fowler Congregational Officers are:

e Steve Russell was recognized for his outstanding ¢ Chairman—Rob Roy McGregor, lI
service on the Leadership and Development Team e Secretary- (Clerk of Session-TBA)
in helping establish and manage the process of ¢ Treasurer—Scott Childress
training new elders and deacons. e Asst. Treasurers: Richard Meyer and
e Approved a letter of transfer for Jim and Diane Chip Wampler
Gatherum to First Presbyterian Church in Concord.
e Reports given from the Discipleship Discipline The 2010 Budget of $859,501 was
(Steve Russell) and a Youth Report (Jonathan approved after several small
Rockness) modifications.
e Assignment of elders to class terms was drawn
from “a hat” (see side article).
e Voted not to host the 2010 Spiritual Life
Conference next fall.

MISSIONS ...

CHURCH FINANCIAL e All Sunday School Communities are invited
Ye;ﬂ_ﬁ%@;@?gﬂﬁ to come to the Old Sanctuary on Sunday,
As of September 30, 2009 December 6th, at 9:45 a.m. to hear Mr. Josh

Thomas, our missionary to Turkey, speak.
This will be an informative time for us all!

Budgeted needs: $ 683,498

Actual contributions: $ 568,493 e Plans are underway for our Missions
Expenses: 5655389 Conference in March. Tat Stewart will be
Expenses > Contributions:  $  (86,896) our main speaker. Additional speakers will
Building Fund Balance $1.250,954 be missionaries, Juan Carlos and Ruth

Bonilla and Melanie Currie.

Prayerfully consider how you can help us meet our
2009 budget contributions. Remember, that all
year-end contributions have to be in or postmarked
no later than December 31st to be credited for
2009.
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COMMUNITY ....

g

Womenés Ministry at Back Crtﬁ;?eek

PRAYERFUL PURPOSE:

It is the heart’s desire of the Board of Women’s Ministrytocr oss boundaries and
hearts through nurturing, discipleship, and serving. We want each woman at Back Creek Church to
connect and grow in new friendships and in the love of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

The Board of Women’s Ministry is beginning a season of prayer for each woman of Back Creek
Church. If you have a specific need or request, we would be privileged to lift this up in prayer.
Please know that these requests will be treated with love, respect, and in full confidentiality.
Prayers cards will be distributed soon!

Circle Christmas Parties

Circle #1/#3: 12/1/09 - Christmas Luncheon was enjoyed by all!

Circle #2: 12/8/09 (6:30 p.m.) - Christmas Dinner Party at Elizabeth Mendecino’s house (10700
Tavernay Parkway, Charlotte, 28262)

Circle #4: 12/8/09 (6:30 p.m.) - Christmas covered dish at Janet Harris’ house

Circle #5: 12/4/09 (6:30pm) - ALL women are invited to come join in for a fun evening of fellow-
ship and Christmas cheer at Laurie McRae’s house (9505 Gerhardt Court, Harrisburg)

SAVE THESE DATES!

2/6/10 ~ Craft Workshop (12:00 - 2:30, location TBA) Come and join us as we gather together to
share a meal and make crafts to be sold at the Bonclarken Gift Shop. No craft skills required
only willing hearts and hands!

3/6/10 ~ Spring Luncheon (Time and location TBA)

3/14/10 ~ Annual Memorial and Life Membership Service (Church sanctuary, time TBA)

PLUG IN

Monthly Circles - Times and locations are posted in the monthly Church Newsletter.
Women’s Small Group Bible Studies - See Compass or Newsletter for details

Monthly Ladies’ Night Out - A time to meet at a local restaurant and enjoy a meal and fellow-
ship together. Check weekly church bulletin for details.

Ul

WE NEED YOU!

Valentineds for our Col | e gdaVe @ill bedcelledting $5 gift cavtis For dun Colr
lege students and items for shoe boxes to mail to our Military personnel. Be on the lookout for the
donation boxes and help us care for our Students and Military.

Meal Ministry: Our Meal Ministry team is made up of small groups that prepare meals for church
members in need (i.e., birth of a baby, extended illness, etc.) (Contact Stacy Estevez at 704- 281-
0674 or Amanda Childress at 704- 469-1910.)

Hospitality Teams: Hospitality teams are made up of larger groups of people who prepare and
serve meals during church functions, special events, and after funerals. (Contact Laurie Welch at
704-921-0000 for more information.)
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WITHIN OUR CHURCH . ..

Our Sympathy and Prayers are extended to the
following families as they grieve the recent lost of
their loved ones:

e Ross Fowler and family in the death of a very
close cousin, Gary Thompson, in a tragic car
accident in Ohio.

e The family of Mr. R. D. “Mac” McLaughlin who
passed away on November 13th. He is
survived by his wife, Mrs. Pat McLaughlin, and
children, Mrs. Sandy Crosby, Mrs. Sissy Owens,
Ms. Joy MclLaughlin, Mrs. Denise Ball, and Mr.
Benny McLaughlin and their families. Mac was
a life long member of Back Creek and active in
the Newell community, a U.S. Army veteran,
and retired from Ryder Truck Lines. The
funeral and burial were at Back Creek Church
on Monday, November 16th.

e Brian Pilkington's grandmother, age 99, died
November 17th in Colorado.

Please pray for comfort and peace for these
families during this time.

The Sacrament of Infant Baptism was
administered to Ella Jean Brubaker on Sunday,
November 15, 2009. Ella was born on September
10, 2009 and is the daughter of Nate and Tracey
Brubaker. We welcome her into the fellowship of
this congregation.

We warmly welcomed as new members on
Sunday, November 29, Mr. Chad Turner and Miss
Erin Fogg.

Happy 90th Birthday to:

Christy Danielson (November 3rd)
Harold Coggins (December 19th)

December Pastor Assistants

8:00a.m. / 11:00 a.m.

Dec. 6 Barbara Allen / Carol Barnhart

Dec. 13 Catherine McKinley / Tracy Ratcliffe
Dec. 20 Barbara Radley / Carolyn Cooksey
Dec. 27 Cindy Fowler / Pam & Eric Alfred

Nursery & Children’s Church Volunteers:

December 6, 2009
8:30 Toddler & Teacher: Barbara Allen
Children’s Church Helpers: Scott & Julie Bingler

11:00 Infant Debbie Dixon

11:00 Toddler Al Ratcliffe, Don & Dawn Strein

11:00 Children’s Teacher: Michelle Murray
Church Helpers: Pete & Karen Mirandi

December 13, 2009
8:30 Toddler & Teacher: Barbara Cochrane
Children’s Church Helpers: Sydney Stikeleather

10:00 Infant Debbie Dixon, Alexandra Keirstead
10:00 Toddler Al Ratcliffe, Benda & Caitlin Herman
10:00 Children’s Teacher: Michelle Murray

Church Helpers: Eric & Rachelle Kirkland

December 20, 2009

8:30 Toddler & Teacher: Barbara Cochrane
Children’s Church Helpers: Barbara Radley

11:00 Infant Debbie Dixon, Lynne Nicholas

11:00 Toddler Al Ratcliffe, Angie Pilkington

11:00 Children’s Teacher: Michelle Murray
Church Helpers: Gary & Angie Weeks

December 27,2009

8:30 Toddler & Teacher: Brandy Shue
Children’s Church  Helpers: Melanie Johnson

11:00 Infant Debbie Dixon, Regina Goddard

11:00 Toddler Al Ratcliffe, Lisa Bridges

11:00 Children’s Teacher: Michelle Murray
Church Helpers: Laurie Welch

Remember to keep in your
prayers our nursing home,
assisted living, and
homebound members who
are not able to be with us as well as others who are
facing challenges:

¢ Ruby Alderman (home)

¢Rhoda Butler (The Haven)

¢Jack Dagenhart (home)

¢ Christy Danielson (home, Hospice)
¢ Charlie & Dot Foxworth (home)
#Ola Mae Harkey (home)

¢ Florence Hodges (home)

¢ Claud Hunter (Preston House)

4 Betty Pelton (home)

¢ Charlie & Joy Stewart (Wilora Lake)

If you know of other members we should add to this
prayer list, please contact the church office.
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COMMUNITY ...
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JOIN US FOR THESE SPECIAL TIMES
OF WORSHIP DURING THE CHRISTMAS SEASON!

Sunday, November 29 1st Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 6 2nd Sunday of Advent
Sacrament of Holy Communion (all services)

Sunday, December 13 3rd Sunday of Advent
Worship Services only at 8:30 & 10:00 a.m. today
Ordination/Installation of New Officers (8:30 a.m.)
Our Chancel Choir, accompanied by the Praise Team,
will present a Christmas Cantata during the
10:00 a.m. service.

Sunday, December 20 4th Sunday of Advent
Thursday, December 24 Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (Sanctuary)

5:30 p.m. - Music led by the Praise Team
7:30 p.m. - Music led by the Chancel Choir
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