
   February, 2010  

 

Sunday Worship  
 

8:30 a.m.  

Contemporary  

 

9:45 a.m.  

Traditional  

 

9:45 a.m.  

Christian Education  

for all ages!  

 

11:00 a.m.  

Christian  Education  

Adult Classes  

 

11:00 a.m.  

Contemporary  

 

12:30 p.m.  

Grace International 

Ministry  

(Old Sanctuary)  

 

4:00 p.m.  

Praise Team Practice  

 

 

 

Wednesday Nights  
(Last mtg. -March 31)  

 

6:00 -6:45 p.m . 

Dinner (FLC)  

 

6:00 p.m.  

CHAOS 

 (Middle School)  

 

6:30 p.m.  

Kids For Christ  

 

7:00 p.m . 

Adult Small Groups  

 

8:00 p.m.  

Chancel Choir  

 Practice  

 

 

òSEEKING PEACE, PURITY & PROSPERITYó 
 

Vows are very solemn.  They anchor 

marriages and churches.  The couple 

vows to:  òPromise and covenant; 

before God and these witnesses; to be 

your loving and faithful spouse; In 

plenty and in want; in joy and in 

sorrow; in sickness and in health, as 

long as we both shall live.ó  Marriage 

vows commit to the peace, purity and 

prosperity of a marriage regardless of 

lifeõs circumstances until death.    

 

We make a similar commitment in our 

church family.  We are asked in our 

seventh membership:  òDo you submit 

yourself in the spirit of love to the 

government and discipline of this 

Church, and seek the peace, purity and 

prosperity of this congregation so long 

as you are a member of it?ó   

 

The goal is ò. . . the peace, purity and 

prosperityó of this congregation.  

Romans 12:18 says, òIf it is possible, 

as far as it depends on you, live at 

peace with everyone.ó  We vow to daily 

pursue Peace in all of our relationships 

at home, the office, neighborhood or 

church. Christians are peacemakers 

because Christ has rescued us.  His 

cross has made peace possible with 

God and our neighbor.   

 

We also pursue Purity .  I Peter 1:15 

says, òBut just as he who called you is 

holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is 

written ôBe holy, because I am holy.õó  

We flee from the sin that so easily 

clings to us.  Our connection together 

as Christõs body impacts those around 

us.  Hebrews 12:14ff commands:  

òMake every effort to live in peace with 

all men and to be holy; without 

holiness no one will see the Lord.  See 

to it that no one misses the grace of 

God and that no bitter root grows up 

to cause trouble and defile many.ó  

When we pursue peace and purity they 

positively impact our church family 

with Godõs blessing, Prosperity!   

 

As we seek the peace, purity and 

prosperity, how are we united?  We 

òsubmit to the government and 

discipline of the churchó.  Christ leads 

his church by His Word and Spirit 

through the elders (Session).  We are 

blessed with a godly group of elders. 

Yet each one has a deep sense of 

personal sin and inadequacy. This 

causes them to depend upon God. 

Being an elder is not easy.  Seeking 

Christõs will and leading Godõs people 

is hard work. Therefore, our elders 

covet our prayers as they fulfill their 

G od -g i v en  ca l l i ng .   H e br e ws 

encourages us to:  òObey your leaders 

and submit to their authority.  They 

keep watch over you as men who must 

give account.  Obey them so that their 

work will be a joy, not a burden, for 

that would be of no advantage to 

you.ó  (13:17-18)  

 

As a fellow elder, I know that I have 

not been faultless in my life or 

leadership.  We together desire to lead 

Back Creek in a way that is pleasing to 

God.  Therefore, seek us out as we 

seek you out.  Talk with us.  Pray 

together with us.  Share what is on 

your heart as we together seek the 

peace, purity and prosperity of Christõs 

Kingdom!  It is all about Him and not 

about us!  

 

In Christõs Peace, 

Pastor Wayne  
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òPASSING YOUR FAITH TO YOUR KIDSó 

Jonathan Rockness, Dir. Of Youth & Sports Ministries  

 

This article is from www.Homeword.com , written by Jim Burns  

With all of the great children and youth programs within churches today, many parents allow churches to òtake the 

wheeló when it comes to their kidsõ spiritual development while they take a more passive role. We can easily become 

convinced that itõs the churchõs job to help our kids grow spiritually, not ours. Yet God specifically places the 

responsibility for nurturing a childõs spiritual development on parents ð not the church! In Deuteronomy 6:6 -7, we read, 

òThese commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about 

them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.ó While 

churches serve to partner with us in this great task of spiritually nurturing out kids, God has given us ð parents ð both 

the responsibility and the tremendous opportunity to pass our faith to our kids. Still, I understand that many parents 

find it hard to talk to their kids about God and spiritual issues. Here are some practical suggestions about how to get 

started.  

 

1)  Be yourself.  You donõt need a seminary degree to talk to your kids about God. You donõt have to speak in King 

 James language to send a message that you want to talk about spiritual issues.  Be yourself! Share your understand -

 ing of who God is and why God matters to you ð in a way that reflects the real you.  

 

2)  Donõt limit your conversations on spiritual matters to Sunday morning! Donõt get caught in the trap of compart-

 mentalizing faith issues to certain days or certain times. Let your kids know that spiritual issues are important in 

 your life all of the time! This is exactly what the quote from Deuteronomy is talking about: talking about God when 

 you sit at home, when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up! Spirituality is to be part of 

 an ongoing discussion in our homes, with our families!  

3)  Let your kids catch you in the act of doing something spiritual.  Do you have a regular devotional time ð where 

you read the Bible and pray ð that you spend with God? Do your kids know it? How about letting your kids òseeó you 

being involved in your own spiritual disciplines. Donõt forget that your actions will teach your kids a lot about your 

faith ð probably even more than your words!  

4)  Look for natural opportunities to raise spiritual issues.  This takes some intentional work by parents to be on the 

lookout for opportunities òalong the roadó of life, where issues almost beg to be discussed in light of our Christian 

commitment and faith. Many opportunities will arise as your kids watch you live life. How do you, for example, 

demonstrate your faith when some jerk cuts you off on the highway? Perhaps, depending on your reaction, this may 

be a time to discuss the issues of revenge or forgiveness!  

5)  Take the posture of a òfellow-learneró as opposed to that of a òteacher and studentó. Being a òfellow-learneró 

takes the pressure off as far as trying to send the message that you òknow it alló (and your kids will already know 

this isnõt true!). When discussing spiritual issues, you will most likely hear a question from your adolescent that you 

canõt answer. Itõs fine to say, òI donõt know. Letõs work on finding the answer together.ó  

6)  Utilize media to launch discussions about God and the Christian life.  While much of todayõs media is negative in 

its influence and portrayals of values, it can provide a launching pad for discussion of how Christian values 

compare to whatever is seen, heard or read.  

7)  Have a plan for family devotional and prayer times.  First, find a devotional guide, sign -up for HomeWordsõ òDaily 

Devotionaló or download HomeWordõs ò52 Family Devotionalsó tip sheet for family devotions. Then devise a plan 

(daily, weekly, at certain mealtimes for example) and then stick to it. Build the habit so your kids learn, òthis is what 

we do as a family.ó  

8)  Have fun with your kids!  Unfortunately, too many kids are taught through role modeling from their parents and 

other adults at church, that Christianity means being grumpy and bored. Perhaps one of the most spiritual things 

you can do for your kidsõ spiritual growth is to model for them that the Christian life is filled with love, peace and 

joy! So plan intentionally fun times for your family. Let them know that the Christian life can be fun!  

   

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3ééé.. 

DISCIPLESHIP . . .  

http://www.homeword.com/
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COMMUNITY . . .  

 

òYOUNG AT HEARTó ACTIVITIES IN FEBRUARY 
 

 

Fun Tuesday afternoons will be held on February 9
th

 and 23
rd

 this month.  Bring your lunch and 

enjoy fellowship and fun in the Cochran Room of the FLC from 12:00 - 3:15  in the afternoon.    

 

On February 18
th

 we are having a very special program at our Young at Heart meeting. At 12:00 

noon we will have a catered luncheon in the Fellowship Hall.  At 1:00 we will move upstairs to the 

sanctuary where we will be entertained by Mrs. Jane Dillard who first became known to Back Creek 

members when she served as our choir director for a time. Jane was a professor of voice at UNCC 

until her retirement last year.  Jane is an acclaimed singer and we will be treated to a wonderful 

program of music!. Call Sara Boyce or Barbara Glasscock to make your reservation for the 

luncheon.  If you are able to bring a desert, salad or tea, let us know that as well.  If you canõt 

come to lunch, come for the program at 1:00!    

 

On Monday, February 15
th

, we will be going to Carillon Assisted Living Center for our monthly 

Hymn Sing with the residents.  Join us at 10:00 at the center or call Sara or Barbara to arrange 

transportation.  

 

Inclement Weather Policy  

 

Winter is still with us as we found 

out this past weekend!    

 

As a reminder our church policy 

for inclement weather on Sundays 

is to have 11:00 am worship 

service for those who are able to come, except in 

severe conditions.   The Senior Pastor and Session 

will decide whether or not to have this service. 

Under inclement weather conditions we would not 

have Sunday School.    

 

Local television stations will be notified (WBTV, 

WSOC and WCNC) of this decision.   If time permits, 

members also will receive an automated telephone 

message from the church office.   The process of 

reaching all members by automated call, sometimes 

takes a couple hours.  

 

You may always check our steeple -cam.com for 

current road conditions on Back Creek Church 

Road. 

Passing Your Faith To Your Kids . . .  

(continued from page two)  

 
9) Get involved in ministry together as a family.  The 

call to Christ is the call to serve. You can communicate 

a lot about your faith in Christ by your willingness to 

serve; by getting involved in ministry. For years, 

successful youth ministries have known that getting 

kids involved in ministry and service results in spiritual 

growth and in bonding together the youth group 

community. Do you know what? The same benefits will 

occur within families when they serve together!  

 

10) Disciple and equip your kids.  Actively participate in 

teaching your kids about God and what living the 

Christian life looks like. Why not do a weekly Bible 

study together with your son or daughter? Ask your 

childrenõs pastor, youth pastor or leaders for ideas for 

Bible study material. Theyõll never be able to use all the 

materials that are available to them! How about 

reading a book together on a spiritual topic and then 

having a weekly discussion about what youõve read? 

For ideas on how to be more involved in discipling your 

kids, I recommend you read, Ignite the Fire  by Barry 

and Carol St. Clair. For more ideas about Bible study or 

book resources you can use with your kids, visit the 

HomeWord Store.  
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 OUTREACH . . .  

 

 

Adult Mission Trip to Spain!  

 

World Witness is planning a short -term missions trip to 

Madrid, Spain this summer.  We would like to send a group 

of ten people from Back Creek.   Please prayerfully consider 

this opportunity. Outreach will include English Camp, 

Soccer Clinics, Street Evangelism, etc.   

 

An informational meeting will be held on Saturday, 

February 6, at 5:00 p.m. in the Cochran Room.  Juan 

Carlos Bonilla, from World Witness, will give us details of 

the trip.  Dates are July 22 -August 1. Cost will be 

approximately $2,000. For more information contact Patsy 

Ratchford or Lori Newsom or visit worldwitness.org/short -

term missions.    Deadline to commit is February 15.  

 

 

January 12, 2010  

 

Dear Friends & Family,  

 

How wonderful to visit with you at 

Christmas, to sit in the pews I know 

from my youth, to raise a candle and 

singó Silent Nightó, to see my motherõs 

(Olivia Hodges) shining face singing in 

the choir as she has done for over fifty 

years.   I was truly at òhomeó on this 

earth as one can desire surrounded by 

friends and family, at the feet of Jesus.  

 

I continue to marvel at the faithful giv-

ing, devoted prayer, and open -hearted 

welcome I received from you on behalf of 

the church here in Pankow -Berlin.  

Thank you so much for all that you do 

for me.  I covet your prayer as our  

ôtoddlerõ church continues to grow stead-

ier on its feet.  We continue to seek Godõs 

man (a German pastor) for His pulpit 

and to shepherd His flock here.  

 

It was very encouraging to hear that the 

Prenzlauerbert church plantõs retreat 

was attended by 70 adults and children 

this past weekend.  Their new pastor is 

having a great impact and bearing good 

fruit.  It warms my heart as well for 

Rebekah Carson, Jeff & Suzanne Allers 

and the rest of the team.   It has come a 

long way since the struggles of the early 

years I was there.  

 

God is working here.  The harvest is 

coming in.  Please continue to pray for 

us as I pray for you.  We are so thankful 

for your support in all things.  

 

May you know Godõs face intimately,  

See His guiding hand clearly,  

And experience His heartfelt love,  

joy and approval daily.  

 

Your servant and sister,  

 

Judi Hodges  

ARP Missionary to Germany &  

Daughter of Back Creek Church  

SCHOOL NEWS  

 

 

 

 

Preschool 

 Registration  
 

R eg i s t r a t i on  f o r  t h e 

2010/2011 school year will 

begin in February!  All inter-

ested church members need 

to contact the director, Ruthie 

Grant, at 704 -549 -0922, ext. 

27 as soon as possible.    

These classes will be open to 

the public in February and fill 

up quickly!  We have classes 

for 1 -4 year olds and a transi-

tional kindergarten class 

(children have to be one year 

old by August 31, 2010).    

 

Classes will begin the week of 

September 6, 2010.  

 

 

Back Cr eek Chr i s t i an 

Academy presents Help for 

Parents!, a seminar for 

parents, on Saturday, February 

20, 2010 from 9:30 to 1:30.  

Speakers are professionals 

presenting on topics such as:  

 òHow to pay for Collegeó, 

òDealing with Rebellion in 

Childrenó. òSensory Integration: 

a Hands -On Experienceó and 

òLearning Related Vision 

Problemsó.  

Cost is $20 per person and 

includes a boxed lunch. If you 

are interested, download the 

reg is t ra t ion  fo rm f rom 

www.backcreekchurch.org/aca

demy  or call the school office 

at 704 -549 -4101.  

 

http://www.backcreekchurch.org/academy
http://www.backcreekchurch.org/academy
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STEWARDSHIP . . . .  

 

 

CHURCH FINANCIAL 

INFORMATION  

Year -To -Date Figures   

As of November 30, 2009  

 

 

 

Budgeted needs:   $   835,387  

 

Actual contributions:   $   710,240  

Expenses:   $   766,650  

Expenses > Contributions:  $    (56,410)  

 

Building Fund Balance   $1,252,127  

  

 

 

News From Your Church Officers:  

 

Highlights from the Diaconate -January 10, 2010:  

 

¶ Ushers thanked for their work with cold weather and 

road closing.  Deacons thanked for delivering 

poinsettias and yard work for members.  

¶ Have been working with Duke Power to have all pole 

lights operating properly.   

¶ Discussed windows in CE Building.  The Building Team 

will complete an assessment of the windows and 

acquire bids for necessary repair/replacement.  

¶ Discussed security systems.   Approved to add fire 

monitoring to FLC, and consolidate FLC fire monitoring 

and CE Building fire monitoring and Office Area 

security monitoring into one system.  Also, two Cobra 

walkie -talkies will be purchased.  

¶ Building Team Report ð The flat part of the FLC roof 

over the choir room may be leaking, as well as the CE 

Building roof.   Will access need and necessary bids.  

¶ Grounds Team Report ð Brian indicated the flag in the 

cemetery has lights but no power.  Will access need.  

 

 

Highlights From the Session -January 24, 2010:  

 

¶ At February meeting discussion will be held on the  

Christian Education Building Fund.  The BCCA board 

will also be present to discuss their medium and long 

term objectives and how they fit into the Church's 

objectives. We agreed to meet one hour early at 5:00 

p.m. to make more time for this meeting.  

¶ Discussed road construction in front of the Church and 

related implications.  We have been assured that the 

railroad crossing will not be closed permanently.  

¶ Vision Team Update given.  To help keep the 

congregation informed, Elders on the vision team will 

give a short update on their Sunday for the Concerns of 

the Community Prayer.  

¶ Approved Mike Weller as new Chairman of Discipleship. 

Thanks was extended to Steve Russell for his efforts 

while previously serving in this capacity.  

¶ Financeð Approved the Piano Fund Description as 

presented from the Diaconate.  

¶ Provisional Session Reports:  Grace International 

Church and Living Water ARP. Tapestry is averaging 

about 19 in attendance.  

¶ Two Ruling Elder delegates needed for Synod Meeting, 

June 8-10 at Bonclarken.  

¶ Discipleship Matter ðApproved changes in Church's 

Child and Youth Protection Plan.  

 

Communion Dates For 2010:  

February  14  

April 1 (Maundy Thursday)  

 June 6 

August 1  

October 3 

December 5   

Called Session Meetings On Dec. 30, Jan, 17 & 24 

2010:  

¶ Approved the  creation of a new piano fund.  

¶ Approved vacation for Pastor Frazier for Feb 3 -9th.  

Lanier Ellis will fill the pulpit on February 7th.  

¶ Voted on Non -Profit Corporation officers:  

¶ President, Ross Fowler; V -P, Jeff  Hutcheson;  

 Secretary/Treasurer, Fred Christy  
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COMMUNITY . . . .  

 

�:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���0�L�Q�L�V�W�U�\���D�W���%�D�F�N���&�U�H�H�N 
 

 

WE NEED YOU: 

�9�D�O�H�Q�W�L�Q�H�·�V�� �I�R�U�� �R�X�U�� �&�R�O�O�H�J�H�� �6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �D�Q�G�� �0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\ ð We will be collecting $5 gift cards for our 

College students and items for shoe boxes to mail to our Military personnel (i.e. toothbrushes, iTune 

cards, non -liquid toiletries, razors/shaving cream, hard candy, nuts, CDõs, calling cards).  The 

donation boxes will be located in the vestibule, Rotunda of the FLC, and in front of the Church Office.  

Please place the gift card donations in the box in front of the Church Office.   Please help us care for 

our Students and Military. Deadline for donations 2/5/2010  

 

SAVE THE DATES!  

¶ 2/6/10  ~ Craft Workshop  (12:00 ð 2:30, location Home of Wanda Hanel, 3901 Bellingham Lane) 

Come and join us as we gather together to share a meal and make crafts to be sold at the 

Bonclarken Gift Shop.  No craft skills required only willing hearts and hands! (and scissors if you 

have them J)  

¶ 3/6/10  ~ Spring Luncheon (11:00 am in the Family Life Center) Theme  is "It's A Small, Small 

World" with tables decorated to reflect the countries  where mission work is taking place.  To 

register, pick up a luncheon brochure form and  return it with $10 to the church office or Jane 

Frazier by February 20th .  If you would like to decorate a table, contact  Lisa Bennett 

(704.548.1514).  

¶ 3/21/10  ~ Annual Memorial and Life Membership Service (Church sanctuary, time TBA)  

 

PLUG IN : 

Monthly Circles  

¶ Circle #1/3  -   Wednesday, February 3rd, at 9:45 a.m. in the Cochran Room  

¶ Circle #2      -  Tuesday, February 9th, at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Ann Windell  

¶ Circle #4      -  Tuesday, February 2nd, at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Patsy Ratchford  

¶ Circle #5      -  Tuesday, February 9th, at 6:30 p.m. in the Cochran Room  

Womenõs Small Group Bible Studies ð See Compass for details  

Ladies Night Out ð Keep your eye out for the latest location ð Great time to visit new places and meet 

new friends!  

 

WORDS OF INSPIRATION :   

  

Whoõs Image 

by Gertrude Jefferies  

 

Can you hear my Father's voice, When I converse with you?  

Do you see my Father's love?  in actions that I do?  

 

Do I make you long to know, the Lover of my soul?  

Would you want to know him more, And let him take control?  

 

When you're hurt does my heart break,  Do I cry with your pain?  

Sharing with you God's great love, to make you whole again?  

 

Oh Savior, may the answer be, one that would please your heart.  

And may I ever always seek,  Your image to impart.  


