Back Creek
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March, 2010
Sunday Worship OHI GH-PNCT REVI TALI ZATI ONO
8:30 a.m.
S Ly (Wayne Frazier was asked to write this article about the Vision Team process
9:45 am. for Outreach North America.)
Traditional . . . . .
Churches have a lifecycle just like people. Outreach North America is
9:45 a.m. concerned with birth, the planting of new churches, and also revitalization of
Christian Education existing churches. Revitalization is essential to sustain life. Otherwise
for all ages! churches die. Average American churches exist 74 years.
11:00 a.m. How can churches pass the baton from one generation

Christian Education

" )
Adult Classes to the next? At Back Creek we are facing change as

every congregation does. Started 208 years ago, Back

11:00 a.m. Creek was situated in a rural, farming community. i .rewtahzgtlon IS
Contemporary Now we are a suburban community with a wonderful not a onetime
mix of ethnicities including people from all over the event, but an on
12:30 p.m. United States and world. We are dramatically a 3
Grace International younger community with 75% of the people in our zip golng process
Ministry code under 44 years of age. Another factor is a post -
(Old Sanctuary) Christian and post -modern culture. New community
. members no longer look for a church.
4:00 p.m.
Praise Team Practice The good news is that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is trans -cultural and trans -
generational. Jesus Christ and His Word are the same yesterday, today and
MISSIONS WEEKEND forever. Yet, every ARP Church faces the challenge of applying the
MARCH 6 & 7 unchanging gospel in this changing world.
Here is where High M -PACT Church Revitalization with Dr. Ken Priddy has
Wednesday Nights been a helpful tool. In 2009, | received the gift of a three -month sabbatical.
(Last mtg. -March 31) During that time, our elders were active. They contacted Ken. He made a
one-hour presentation to our elders and deacons. They committed to an all
6:00-6:45 p.m . day seminar in July. Then the session committed to the revitalization process
Dinner (FLC) by selecting three of each - elders, deacons and women - to be our vision
6:00 pm team. Each person, including me, received High M -PACT Training at

e Reformed Theological Seminary in Charlotte on October 9 and 10, 2009.

Middle School .
(Middle School) Each vision team member secured a prayer group for support. We pray that

6:30 p.m. Godds vision for Back Creek reaching this ¢
Kids For Christ hearts by the Holy Spirit. Redemptive history is rolling on. Now is the time to

connect with the | ost people in our neighbo
7:00 p.m . seek and to save théuke¥H0)ch was | ost .o

Adult Small Groups

continued on page 3

8:00 p.m. ( page 3)

Chancel Choir
Practice
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DISCIPLESHIP . ..

OWEAKNESS & STRENGTHOG

Jonathan Rockness, Dir. Of Youth & Sports Ministries

Many of our young people accepted a Bible reading challenge in January. For twenty weeks, we are working
our way through 100 essential Bible passages. We have worked our way through the lives of Adam, Noah,
Abraham (and Sarah), Isaac (and Rebekah), Joseph, Jacob (and Esau and Rachel and Leah), Moses, Gideon,
Samson, and Ruth. Currently we are looking at David.

When you read the names above, you probably have a reverence for these great figures in our faith

heritage. However, reading through their stories has reminded me of how flawed and frail these men and

women wer e. I n fact, their stories demorGotdridst estareengdfh tils
when we are weak . As Paulputit , o6But he said to me, 6My grace is suffic
perfect in weakness.d® Therefore | wildl boast all the more
may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, | delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in

persecutions, in difficulties. F o (Il Corimthians 12:9 a-b®). weak, t hen |

Reading through these Biblical accounts of our Christian history, | have been struck by the human frailty of
these men and women. They had many weaknesses and shortcomings, and many of them were rather

sinful by al most anyoneds standards. The | ast we saw of
Abraham had a bad habit of lying to protect himself (at the possible expense of his wife). Joseph was sold
into slavery. Jacob was deceitful and lustful. Moses | a

was a murderer too! Gideon was the weakest member of the weakest clan in Israel. David was considered
too young to be useful and then o well I assume you recall the whole Bathsheba incident.

The fact is that God is glorified through showing his power in our weakness. An example of this was found

in our reading on Gideon. I n preparing Gideonfés army for
Gideon, 6 You have too many men for me to deliver Midian into
boast against me that her own strength has saved her, announce now to the people, 'Anyone who trembles

with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.'" So twenty -two thousand men left, while ten thousand

remained (Judges 7:2-3). From there, the Lord went on to trim the number of men much further, sending

Gideon to battle with only 300 men. God was concerned that people recognize his strength, not the

strength of Gideon or his soldiers.

When Jesus came, it was precisely because of his meekness and lowliness that people did not recognize him

as the Messiah. He was considered far too weak to have any claim at being God. Yet because he voluntarily

accepted the form of a humble human being 0 even a servant & God accomplished the salvation of the

wor |l d. Jesus himself was willing to say, OWhen | am weak

What does this teach us today? One thing we should learn from this is that we are wrong to try to disguise,
hide, or deny our weaknesses. We should look to our weaknesses as opportunities for God to show up in
our lives. Another lesson we can take from this is the idea that God uses ordinary people to do
extraordinary things @ if they act in faith. Our great spiritual fathers and mothers had the same faults that
we do, but it was their faith in God that led to amazing things. Finally, | would hope that our church also
remembers that just as God can use each one of us (despite our flaws and frailties) to do his good will, he
can use others whom we deem unacceptable. For that reason, we would be wise to resist judging another
person because of his/her weaknesses. It may be that God himself will show up and use that person to
demonstrate his own amazing power and strength.
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HIGH M -PACT CHURCH REVITATION (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

High M -PACT Training gave us a quick overview of the revitalization process. It includes: Aligning

Perception, Vision, Strategy, Structure, and People . We have completed the Perception phase, which

answers the two key questions: What will we discover about ourselves? What will we do in light of what we

discover? Churches have different lifecycle phases. Incline is future oriented, vision driven, and has

conversion growth. Recline is present oriented, program driven, and has transfer growth. Decline is past
oriented to the o0glorydé days, structure driven, and has

churchds culture.

During the Perception phase , Back Creek discovered what we already knew, but had not addressed. We had

made some changes in our worship times to reach our community. This was a difficult change for some.

Kends training has encouraged our elders to reach out to
about the change. We trust that this will become an ongoing biblical process in our church family.

We are now developing a vision from scripture of non -negotiable commitments to g
decisions and resources. We are studying the mandates from scripture such as the Great Commission, Two

Great Commandments, and the model churches in Acts 2 and Ephesians 4. We are identifying our

geographical target using demographic information to identify who lives in our community. This will help

us more effectively bring the Gospel to this community.

Revitalization is an ongoing pilgrimage of faith. Abraham, our forefather in the faith, was given promises

from God in Genesis 12. He obeyed and went even though he did not know his final destination.
Revitalization is a similar process. OQur vision team is
architect and b(débredselt:10) s God. ¢

We are excited because the Lord is leading this adventure of faith! We are delighted to have Ken, who has

worked with over 400 churches, come alongside us in the process. High M -PACT Revitalization is enabling

us to do our best for expanding Christds kingdom in our
Lord desires to do through this congregation in the years to come. We also realize that revitalization is not

a one -time event, but an ongoing process necessary for any vital congregation.

Pastor Wayne

KFC Spring Musicat Good News Cruise

Pull up the gangway, blow the horn and join us on the SS Back Creek. You
can come sail away with the Kings Choir as they take you on an exciting, fun
-filled cruise full of energetic music and witty characters> The most impor-
tant role is that these hardworking children have learned about a life and
love only found in Jesus Christ.

We invite you all to come celebrate with us such wonderful news on
The Good News Cruise, Saturday April'242010 at 6.00 pm in the Sanctuary

See you there; Angela Simpson & Mandy Lewis
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COMMUNITY . ..

O YOUNG AT HEARTG6 ACTI VI T[]

Fun Tuesday afternoons are scheduled for Tuesday, March 9th and March 30th. Bring a bag lunch and join
the group for an afternoon of conversation and fun. We meet in the Cochran Room from 12:00 noon until
3:00PM.

Our monthly visit to the  Carillon Assisted Living Center for a Hymn Sing is on Monday, March 15th. Meet

at the Center at 10:00 a.m.

On Thursday, March 18th, we have planned a trip to  Downtown Charlotte . Our first stop is the Bechtler
Museum of Modern Art. Visitors are impressed with itds
of modern art pieces from the private collection of Andreas Bechtler. Following our tour and a snack lunch

here, we will walk pass the new Knight Theater and over to the Harvey Gantt Center for African - American

Arts and Culture for a tour. The cost for the museums plus a snack lunch will be $20. Please make your
reservations for this trip by contacting Sara Boyce or Barbara Glasscock by Sunday, March 14th.

On Tuesday, March 23rd, there will be a First Presbytery Senior Spring Fling held at the Linden Church
in Gastonia. This informative and fun -filled day is from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and includes Bible Study,
Classes on various topics and lunch. Cost $5.00 More details will be published in the bulletin.

CHI LDRENOGS MI NI STRY EVENTS
by Rev. Lanier Ellis

Chil drends Ministr ¥nMaich? @ 8, Rtehtirraa®en childrends teache
together in the fellowship hall to spend several hours praying and searching Scripture to hear how and where

r

God is leading us in childrends ministry. It will begin wi

day and end about 11:30 am Saturday. We want to answer questions like: What is God telling us through
Scripture about our role to the children of our church and community? How can we best carry out that role?
Please pray.

Kidds for Chri st (Seartdemnmgpaghd) si c al

Summer Chil dr ends SReginnihgthe seSordiSundny in June, plans are to turn part of our
childrenés building into the | and of NaTheliom the Witahsahdthee ar we
Wardrobe. The plan this summer is to encourage parents to have family devotions each week on a Narnia

Night. They will read with their children Prince Caspian, t he second Chronifes 8f Nariiae vgériesd

They will also have a guide for their family devotions to help them make biblical and personal application

from each chapter of the book. Then at Sunday School the children will hear a CD or watch a video of the up

coming chapter and discuss with their teacher. It will be for children K -5™ Grade. Please pray that God will

turn their hearts of our children to Jesus.

Vacation Bible School: The week of July 26 -30, from 6:00 -8:00 pm , we will have our
annual Vacation Bible School (VBS). Wendy Schaffner and Teresa Russell will be co -directors
this year. We d | | have |l ots of fun with a Space

E
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STEWARDSHIP . . ..

News From Your Church Officers:

Highlights from the Diaconate -February 21, 2010:

1 Campus lighting has been fixed by Duke Power.

1 Working on replacing some CE windows and
fixing FLC roof leaks.

1 Approved plan to build a gravel road around the
cemetery (could be paved later) and repair
existing gravel road. Directional signs will also
be placed on campus to help with traffic flows.

I Carpeted panels are being placed on the gym
walls for sound reduction.

1 New fire alarm and office security monitoring
system has been installed.

Highlights From the Session -February 21, 2010:

1 The Session met with the Academy for a meal and
presentation of the school

1 Approved funding for gravel road around the
campus.

1 Beginning March 6 there will be a minor
adjustment to the order of the contemporary
services.

1 Delegates to Synod (June 8 -10) - Brian Goddard

and David Threatt

First Preshbytery Spring meeting

Concord.

fi March 9 in

=

The Sacrament of Communion will be

administered at the Maundy Thursday
'8,

R ‘ .:.:..0. Service on April 1.

March Pastor Assistants

830am. [/ 945am. [/ 11:00a.m.
Mar. 7 Tracy Ratcliffe/Karen Webster/Carolyn Cooksey
Mar. 14 Catherine McKinley / Marcia Johnson / Alfreds
Mar. 21 Barbara Radley Karen Webster / Barbara Allen
Mar. 28 Cindy Fowler / Marcia Johsnon / Carol Barnhart

Back Creek Bridge

0s

March, 2010

N\/\/ CHURCH FINANCIAL

INFORMATION
Year -To-Date Figures
As of December 31, 2009

Budgeted needs: $ 911,331
Actual contributions: $ 844,381
Expenses: $ 838,408
Contributions > Expenses: $ 5,973
Building Fund Balance $1,253,287

The Finance Team is pleased to communicate

that C. Dewitt Foard & Company, P.A. completed

their audit of the Back Creek Associate Reformed
Presbyterian Churchds fin
Decemper 31, 2008 . The Financial statements
MeBeiSYdY 'a d6clean bill of
The Audit opinion and financial statements are
available to members upon request as an
electronic communication.

Additionally, i n t he chu
newsletters, the Finance Team will experiment
with communicating various forms of financial
information on a graphical or trend analysis
basis.

We look forward to continuing to serve the
congregation in this capacity.

Scott Childress, Treasurer

—*Remember!

Time Ghanges
Sunday, March 14

Set your clocks AHEAD
1 hour the night before

anci

hea
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COMMUNITY . . ..
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Womenés Ministry at Back C

IR
O\
®
>

THANK YOU :

=

Valentines for our College Students and Military 0Because you gave so geneffousl
Ministries was able to send 48 cards to college students and stateside Military Personnel; as well
as, 5 gift boxes filled with goodies to our overseas military. We have heard from several of our
college students how thankful they were! Thank you for your generosity!

DID YOU KNOW?

Hospitality 0 Hospitality is a blessing that can be shared in times of joy, celebration, sickness,

and grief. Hospitality is something that Back Creek Church does very well! The hospitality teams

of Womends Ministries support Church wide celebrat
provide meals after funerals for the families of members who have passed away. In this past

year our hospitality teams have humbly served over 1,000 people.

e T

We currently have 5 teams that rotate to support these events. The current leaders of these
teams are Patsy Ratchford/Georgia Allen; Laurie Welch/Tanya Allison; Carol Barnhart/Carolyn
Cooksey; Hazeline Stroup/Nancy Conrad; and Barbara Glasscock/Janet Harris. Women who have
faithfully led these teams in the past are Jane Bigham, Evelyn Stone, Ann Long, Barbara Radley, A
and Jenni Hollar. Many women (too many to name here) serve with these leaders to love and care

for the people of Back Creek and their families.

=

Back Creek Church is blessed by the work that thes
how these ladies love and care for the people they serve.

€ a

—

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO LEAD, HAVE LED, AND SERVE ON THESE TEAMS!

(If you can make a dish, make tea, run by a deli, set up table cloths, wash dishes, or serve a meal,

but have limited time to serve in a ministry d then please join in this ministry! Feel free to call
any of the current leaders or Tracy Ratcliffe 704.597.0113 for more information) 5
A
SAVE THE DATES! %
5
9 3/6/10 ~ Spring Luncheon (11:00 am in the Family Life Center) Theme is "It's a Small, Small &
World" with tables decorated to reflect the countries where mission work is taking place.
1 3/21/10 ~ The Women's Ministries Annual Memorial Service will be held on  Sunday, March )
21, at 3:00 p.m.in the Sanctuary. We will be honoring those departed members of Back
Creek Church from 2009, including: Sally Satterwhite, R.D. "Mac" McLaughlin, Jay Torrence, %
and Walter Moore. There will be a reception with refreshments immediately after the Service X
in the Fellowship Hall. All Back Creek members and friends are welcome to attend this %
Service, which is a time of comfort and healing. g
PLUG IN: 5
1 Monthly Circles - #1/3 met on March 3, at 9:45 a.m. in Cochran Room; #2,March 9, at 7:00
p.m.; #4 met March 1 with Sara Boyce; #5 on March 9 at 6:30 p.m. in Cochran Room
T Womends Small Gr o udseeBCiorhphss or Sewslatter oisdetails
1 Ladies Night Out & Keep your eye out for the latest location 0 Great time to visit new places

and meet new friends!
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