
   November, 2009  

 

Sunday Worship  
 

8:30 a.m.  

Contemporary  

 

9:45 a.m.  

Traditional  

 

9:45 a.m.  

Christian Education  

for all ages!  

 

11:00 a.m.  

Christian  Education  

Adult Classes  

 

11:00 a.m.  

Contemporary  

 

12:30 p.m.  

Grace International 

Ministry  

(Old Sanctuary)  

 

4:00 p.m.  

Praise Team Practice  

 

 

Wednesday Nights  
 

6:00 -6:45 p.m . 

Dinner (FLC)  

 

6:00 p.m.  

CHAOS 

 (Middle School)  

 

6:30 p.m.  

Kids For Christ  

 

7:00 p.m . 

Adult Small Groups  

 

8:00 p.m.  

Chancel Choir  

 Practice  

 

No Dinner or Small 

Groups on 11/25/09  

For a believer, thanksgiving begins with 

our sense of being a debtor ñI have 

received good things which I do not 

deserve whether it is my Savior, good 

weather, good health, or good friends.   

òFor it is by grace you have been saved 

through faith ñ and this not from 

yourself, it is the gift of God ñ not of 

wo rks ,  s o  t ha t  n o  on e  can 

boast.ó  (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 

One of the most distinct marks of a 

Christian is thanksgiving.  Unbelievers 

complain that the òhandó they are dealt 

in life is unfair.   They are blind to the 

seriousness of their sins.  They believe 

deeply that they deserve better.   So 

they grumble and complain.  òFor 

although they knew God, they neither 

glorified him as God nor gave thanks to 

him, but their thinking became futile 

and their  fool ish hearts were 

darkened.ó  (Romans 1:21) 

 

Nothing could be more òfoolishõ than to 

conclude that we deserve better.  To 

speak about òdeservingó is speaking 

about  jus t i ce  wh ich  demands 

immediate summary execution for our 

every sin.  Adam was told in Genesis 

2:17, òYou must not eat from the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil for 

when you eat of it you will surely die.ó  

How many times should we have been 

executed today?  

 

When pastors or lay leaders try to 

encourage people to live for Christ, to 

give generously, or to be involved in a 

ministry, thanksgiving to Christ should 

be our motivator.  Guilt is a poor 

motivator!   Giving of ourselves reveals 

our gratitude.  

The woman who anointed Jesusõ feet 

with an alabaster jar of perfume was 

motivated by love for Christ.  Jesus 

said, òTherefore, I tell you, her many 

sins have been forgiven ñfor she loved 

much.  But he who has been forgiven 

little loves little.ó  (Luke 7:47) 

 

He who has been forgiven much,  

LOVES much. 

He who has been forgiven much,  

GIVES much. 

He who has been forgiven much, 

SERVES much. 

 

Therefore, may we òalways give thanks 

to God the Father for everything in the 

n a m e  o f  o u r  L o r d  J e s u s 

Christ.ó  (Ephesians 5:20)   Our 

thanksgiving will be demonstrated by 

consistent giving of our Time, Talent, 

and Treasure.  

 

How much have we been forgiven?   Are 

we thankful for the ultimate gift that 

Christ has given us ñ the gift of 

forgiveness of our sins and eternal life?  

 

Your pastor,  

 

 

Wayne   

òBEING THANKFUL FOR CHRISTó 
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TRUE RELIGION  

By Jonathan Rockness, Director Of Youth & Sports Ministries  

COMMUNITY . . .

Jonathan Edwards, the great theologian and key figure in the First Great Awakening in our country, declared 

that òtrue religionó flows from the affections of the heart.  In his book, Religious Affections , he states, òI am 

bold in saying this, but I believe that no one is ever changed, either by doctrine, by hearing the Word, or by 

the preaching or teaching of another, unless the affections are moved by these things.ó  Given our stereotype 

that Puritans were a rather stoic bunch, it is quite a statement to claim that feelings and emotions are the 

measure of a Christian.  He then details nine òholy affectionsó from the Bible which capture the heart of true 

religion.  Here they are, along with my brief reflections:  

 

Ý Fear  ð This is a holy fear of the Lord that leads to godliness and obedience.  

Ý Hope  ð Hope in God and in the promises of God.  òHappy is the one whose hope is in the Lordó (Psalm 

146:5).  As I read Edwardsõ description of hope, it sounded like he was describing the many Mexican 

believers I have encountered on mission trips.  Though they have little, they are happy because their hope 

is in God.  

Ý Love  ð Love is given a high place in the Scriptures.  We are called to love God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 

and our neighbor.   

Ý Holy Desire ð This is a longing and thirsting after God.  òAs the deer pants after the watering stream, 

so my soul pants after you, O lordó (Psalm 42:1-2).  I must confess I find myself longing and thirsting for 

other things before God.  

Ý Joy  ð Joy is listed among the principal fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22).  Would your friends and family 

consider you joyful, or would they think of you as negative and complaining?   

Ý Religious Sorrow ð We should be greatly grieved by our own sin, as well as the unjust consequences 

of our broken world.  When it comes to our sin, are we repentant?  When it comes to the sins of others, 

are we condemning or do we grieve for their lost souls?  When it comes to the suffering of the innocent, 

does it break our heart?  òThe sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, 

you will not despiseó (Psalm 51:17). 

Ý Gratitude  ð Simply in Christõs forgiveness, we should possess an entire lifetime of sheer gratitude.  

Throw in the fact that Americans living today have more material wealth and physical ease than any other 

group of people in the history of the world, and I would think we might be a little more gratefuléand I am 

speaking to myself here!  

Ý Compassion  ð The Scriptures choose this quality as the one which will determine who is righteous:  

òThe righteous show mercyó (Psalm 37:21).  It is our way of honoring God: òHe that honors the Lord shows 

mercy to the pooró (Proverbs 14:31). 

Ý Zeal  ð Zeal is something we often shy away from because we donõt want to be seen as weird or peculiar.  

How convicting then, is Titus 2:14: òéwho gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 

and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.ó  We are called to be zealous, and yes, 

peculiar!  When considering that Jesus and his post -resurrection disciples were persecuted and killed for 

their faith, one cannot escape the truth that we can hardly be òtoo extremeó in our faith and good works.   

 

Perhaps we òARPsó can too readily fall into thinking that Christian growth is a simple result of knowledge and 

learning.  Certainly it is important for us to learn and grow in our knowledge.  Yet if our knowledge does not 

translate into religious affections of the heart, we have not grown in our walk with the Lord.  Join with me in 

prayer that God would be raising a òpeculiar peopleó at Back Creek that would have soft hearts and religious 

affections.   
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COMMUNITY . . .  

 

 

 

We have a busy schedule for November, so mark your calendars!  

 

Ý On Tuesday, November 3rd, we will meet in the Cochran Room to pack  items that the Preschool 

students brought for Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes .  Seniors are asked to bring hygiene items 

like soap and wash cloths and clothing items such as ball caps, hats, gloves, socks, underwear or T 

shirts in various sizes.  We could also use more shoe boxes that are the size for ladiesõ shoes.  We will 

begin at 9:30 a.m.  

 

Ý Fun Tuesday will also be held on November 3rd.  Bring a bag lunch and come at 12:00 noon to the 

Cochran Room for an afternoon of fellowship and fun!  

 

Ý Monday, November 16th, is the date for going to the Carillon Assisted Living Center for the monthly 

Hymn Sing.   Meet at the Center at 10:00 a.m. and plan to go to lunch together afterwards.  

 

Ý On Thursday, November 19th, we are going to the Narrowly  Christian Theater in Pineville for lunch 

and a matinee show of òA Stranger for Christmasó.  The deadline for paid reservations was November 

2nd.   If you did not get your reservation in on time; you can call Sara or Barbara to be put on a waiting 

list in case of a cancellation.  The cost for lunch and the play is $25.95 per person.  Those who are 

going should be at the church at 10:45 a.m. and expect to return before 4:00 p.m.  

 

Ý Another Fun Tuesday is planned for November 24th .  Bring your lunch and join us in the Cochran 

Room at noon for a time of good fellowship.  

 

Ý A special trip has been arranged for Monday, November 30th to go the Southern Supreme Co. at Bear 

Creek, NC to shop for Christmas gifts.  We have reservations at 1:00 p.m. for a tour of their kitchens 

and Tasting Bar.  Their nutty fruit cakes are famous and they offer many other goodies for holiday 

treats and gifts.  Weõll leave at 9:00 a.m. and have an early lunch in Asheboro, travel to Bear Creek, 

tour, shop and then return home in the afternoon.  Call Sara or Barbara to make a reservation for this 

trip.    

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  -  Filled Boxes Due By November 15th!!  
 

Itõs time to fill the shoe boxes for Samaritanõs Purse to distribute to boys and girls in many countries 

around the world.  The distribution of these boxes is handled by local Christian workers who have been 

trained for this evangelistic event.  Usually a program of music and a gospel presentation is made to the 

group and each child receives a booklet about Jesus and the plan of salvation in their own language!  

Follow -up sessions with the children are also held and this has led to entire families hearing the gospel 

and accepting Jesus Christ as their savior!   

 

Please begin now to pray for the child who will receive your box of gifts.  Also, remember to include the 

requested $7 for shipping costs.  Checks should be made to Samaritanõs Purse and placed inside the 

box.  If you are not able to fill a shoebox, you can have a part in this exciting ministry by making a con-

tribution to help with shipping costs.  Place checks in an envelope in the collection boxes or put in the 

offering plates.   

 

Envelopes and brochures on How to Pack a Shoe Box are available in various locations. Boxes have been 

placed in the vestibule of the sanctuary, the rotunda of the Family Life Center, and the church office 

where you may leave your filled shoe boxes at any time until Sunday, November 15
th

.     
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 COMMUNITY . . .  

 

Sara Boyce recently presented the Back Creek Church community a beautifully framed piece 

of needlepoint which she has been working on for several years.   The subject of her exqui-

site artwork is the Official Seal of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Denomination.   It is 

currently on display in the Cochran Room.  Sara has life -long roots in the ARP denomination.  

Also, her father was a former pastor of Back Creek.   We greatly appreciate the many ways 

Sara shows her love for Christ through the ministries of this church!   

 

This Seal expresses, through symbolism, the basic convictions of the ARP denomination:  

 

The SHIELD, the basic form of the seal, is an emblem signifying complete faith, or trust, in God 

as Paul suggests in Ephesians 6:16.  

 

The CROSS forms the central emphasis of the seal, and represents the Person and the sacrificial redemptive work of 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Living Word.  The Celtic cross is suggestive of our roots in Scottish Christian history.  

 

The CIRCLE (or nimbus) is emblematic of eternity, and was used in Medieval symbolism to represent God the Father.  

Here the nimbus additionally signifies the eternal benefit of the redemption secured on the cross by the death of Je-

sus Christ.  

 

The descending DOVE  represents the presence of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:16) as He witnesses to the Church and 

through the Church to the world.  

 

Through these three symbols witness is given to the living presence of the Trinity ñthe Father, the Son, the Holy 

Spirit ñin the Church.  

 

The BOOK at the bottom of the shield represents the Bible - the written word of God.   The BURNING BUSH (Exodus 

3:2) on the left or Old Testament page suggests the indestructibility of Godõs word; the monograms, ALPHA  and 

OMEGA , on the right or New Testament page, symbolize the final authority of Jesus Christ who has declared Himself 

to be òthe beginning and the endingó (Revelation 1:8), revealed through the written word. 

 

The SCROLL beneath the shield bears the motto, òIn Thy Light Shall We See Light.ó  (Psalms 36:9) 

 

The colors are chosen for their meaning as well.  BLUE, traditionally expressive of fidelity, appropriate colors the 

òshield of faithó and the unconsumed bush.  The GOLD  suggests royalty and wealth ñon the cross, it particularly sug-

gests the royalty and wealth of Jesus Christ .  RED is the color of sacrifice and the blood of Christ ñprecisely the costly 

sacrifice of Christ by which manõs redemption is secured. WHITE  suggest purity ñthe sinless purity of Him whom God 

òhath made to be sin for us who knew no sinó.  (II Corinthians 5:21)          -  From the ARP Denomination  

 

May this beautiful artwork continually remind us of the foundational faith of our denomination and the love of 

Christ in our lives!  

 

 

TEACHER APPRECIATION LUNCHEON 
 

All our childrenõs teachers and their families were together in the gym Sunday, October 25, for a 

Teacher Appreciation Luncheon. We all enjoyed a great Mexican meal, catered by Kimberly Green. 

Stories were shared about lives changed by the Lord through Sunday School, KFC and Childrenõs 

Church teachers. Gifts of appreciation were given to all the teachers and the banner hung said it all: 

òOur Teachers Make a Difference.ó We were challenged with Paulõs message in Philippians 1:3-5. òI 

thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy 

because of your partnership in the gospel.ó 

 

 

DISCIPLESHIP . . .  
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STEWARDSHIP . . . .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION  

Year -To -Date Figures   

As of August 31, 2009  

 

 

Budgeted needs:   $   607,554  

  

Actual contributions:   $   516,861  

  

Expenses:   $   571,245  

  

Expenses > Contributions:  $   (54,384)  

  

Building Fund Balance   $1,250,604  

  

 

News From Your Church Officers:  

 

From the Diaconate meeting on October 11, 2009:  

¶ The proposed 2010 church budget was approved to be 

presented to the Session.   

¶ Bottles of hand sanitizers have been placed around the 

campus for everyoneõs use.  This will be especially 

helpful during the flu season.  

¶ Repairs on the steeple have been finished.  

¶ Eagle Scout candidate, Andrew Allison, proposed 

construction of a shelter for protecting portal johns 

near the barn.  This was tentatively approved upon 

review of plans.  

¶ New speakers have been installed in the main 

sanctuary.  

¶ Athletic Fields:  The Academy will be responsible for  

soccer field improvements including fertilizing and 

seeding.  

 

From the Session meeting on October 18, 2009:  

 

¶ Letters of transfer given for:   Cathy Hodges to St. Luke 

United Methodist Church and to Jim & Missy Osborn to 

Westminster PCA in Rock Hill.  

¶ Approved the proposed 2010 church budget.  

¶ The Vision Team members have been trained and will 

begin their process of evaluation of the vision for BCC.  

¶ Dissolved the building & finance sub -committees of the 

CE Building Oversight Committee.  

¶ Approved new Funeral Policy;   If the Academy or 

Preschool are in session, no funerals will be held 

between the hours of 12:30 -3:30 p.m. weekdays.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational Meeting  

Sunday, November 15th,  

9:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary  

 

A Congregational Meeting will be held on 

Sunday, November 15th (note change in 

date), at 9:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary to 

elect Elders, Deacons, Congregational 

Officers, approve the 2010 Budget, and 

elect an Associate Pastor Search 

Committee. There will be no Sunday 

School communities meeting that 

morning.  Please bring children with you 

to the meeting.    

 

There will also be a change in the 

worship services that morning:  the 

8:30 a.m. service will be Contemporary  

and the 11:00 a.m. service will be 

Traditional.   

 

A copy of the budget will be sent to all 

members  A ò2010 Commitment Cardó 

has also been sent.  This is a vehicle for 

you to prayerfully consider your financial 

support for 2010.  Please bring this to 

worship on November 15th  where you 

can make your generous commitment to 

our faithful Lord.  Thanks for your 

partnership in this ministry!  

 

Consider the biblical qualifications from I 

Timothy 3:1 -14 as you prayerfully 

consider who the Lord Jesus would call to 

these positions:  

 

A mailing with the details of officers to 

be elected and the proposed budget will 

be sent to all members prior to the 

meeting.  
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COMMUNITY . . . .  

November Circle Meetings:  

 

   Circle #1/3  

Wednesday, November 4, at 9:45 a.m.  

At the church, Cochran Room  

 

Circle #2  

Tuesday, November 10, 6:30 p.m.  

At the church, Fellowship Hall  

 

Circle #4  

Tuesday, November 3, at 7:00 p.m.  

Home of Barbara Radley  

 

ARP Womenõs Ministries Vision Statement: 

ARP Womenõs Ministries is an organization 

which encourages and equips the community 

of ARP women to minister together  

for God's glory  

 

WEDNESDAY DINNER HELP NEEDED  

  

Do you like to eat on Wednesdays at BCC? A 

lot of us are having a wonderful time while 

enjoying Kimberly Green and her small team's 

efforts.  But they need some additional hands 

to help make drinks, help with prepping the 

food line, and other important tasks to get us 

started on time at 6:00 p.m.  

 

Please consider this your invitation to come 

from 5:00 -5:15 p.m., if you can, to help the 

meal team get things ready. You even get to 

sample the yummiest ahead of time.  

 

 -  Novemberõs Wednesday Night Menu - 

 

November 4th  

Home -made Chicken Noodle Soup  

Pam Alfredõs Cranberry/Orange Mixed Green Salad 

French Baguettes from Amelia's French Bakery  

Blueberry Cobbler  

 

November 11th  

Chicken Poland Black Bean Soup and Cornbread  

Cranberry/Orange Mixed Green Salad  

Kids: Macaroni and cheese, cinnamon applesauce  

Dessert:: Fruit and Cookies  

 

November 18th  

Spaghetti and Meatballs  

Caesar Salad and Garlic Bread  

Dessert: Italian Crème Cake  

 

No Dinner Thanksgiving Week (November 25)  

 

 

 

 

Would you like to know more about  

Back Creek Church?    

 
Then join us on Saturday, November 14th, from 9:00 

a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall for the Pastor's 

Class.   Pastor Wayne Frazier will provide teaching about 

our beliefs and vision for ministry.  Your questions about 

the Christian faith are welcomed.  Participation does not 

obligate you to join.  A lunch will be provided.    

 

Contact  Caro lyn  Cooksey (704 -805 -4069; 

carolyn@backcreekchurch.org ) if you are interested in 

attending.   Please let us know if you need child care for 

children 5th grade and under.  

 

Plans are still being made for a Ladies 

Night this month.   Please check the 

bulletin for an announced activity.  


